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3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims

4)^ Claim(s) 1-53 is/are pending in the application.
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5)^ Claim(s) 1-28 is/are allowed.

6)|EI Claim(s) 29-34,36-47 and 49-53 is/are rejected.
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Application Papers
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Attach ment(s)

^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) Interview Summary (PTO-413)

2) Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. .

El Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5 ) Notice of Informal Patent Application

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 09/29/2009 . 6) Other: .

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20091219



Application/Control Number: 10/783,365 Page 2

Art Unit: 2128

DETAILED ACTION

This Office Action is in response to applicant filed RCE application on October

10, 2009. Claims 1- 53 are pending in the Action.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by

another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent

granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the

applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section

351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2)

of such treaty in the English language.

2. Claims 29-34, 36-47, and 49-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being

anticipated by Maclnnes et al, US patent application publication no. 2005/0081 161

.

As per claim 29, Maclnnes anticipated a method for designing an architectural

feature, comprising: selecting a unit from a plurality of units, wherein the unit at least

corresponds to an architectural feature, and wherein the unit comprises: an

arrangement of a plurality of parts; at least one parametric equation defining at least

one physical dimension of the arrangement ([0015]), the physical dimension comprising

a measurement of the arrangement; and at least one control dimension

comprising a measurement of the arrangement, the at least one control dimension

comprising an input of the at least one parametric equation; inputting a value of the at

least one control dimension; and in response to inputting the value of the at least one
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control dimension, parametrically calculating, using the at least one parametric

equation, the at least one physical dimension of the arrangement ([0057], [0092]-[0095],

[0120], and Table 18).

As per claim 30, Maclnnes disclosed the method further comprising selecting a

primary view of the unit from a plurality of primary views, wherein the primary view

determines an overall shape of the arrangement of the plurality of the parts ([0013],

[0015], Table 8, Table 16).

As per claim 31 , Maclnnes disclosed the method of claim 29, further comprising

adding an additional feature to the unit ([0016] and [0035]).

As per claim 32, the method of claim 29, further comprising selecting a profile of

a plurality of profiles for a part of the plurality of parts, wherein the profile determines at

least a two-dimensional view of the part.

As per claim 33, Maclnnes disclosed the method of claim 32, wherein the

arrangement determines at least a two-dimensional view of the unit comprising a spatial

dimension different from the two dimensions in the two-dimensional view determined by

the profile ([0016], [0101], [0102], and [0105]).

As per claim 34, Maclnnes disclosed the method of claim 32, further comprising

selecting an offset for the part, the offset comprising an amount of translation of the part

from a default backing position.

As per claim 36, the method of claim 29, wherein the arrangement determines a

relative size of at least two parts of the plurality of parts.
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As per claim 37, the method of claim 29, wherein the arrangement determines a

relative position within the arrangement of at least two parts of the plurality of parts.

As per claim 38, the method of claim 29, wherein the arrangement determines at

least a two- dimensional view of the unit.

As per claim 39, the method of claim 38, further comprising:

graphically displaying the two-dimensional view of the unit;

graphically displaying a relationship between the at least one control dimension

and the at least one physical dimension; and graphically displaying a relationship

between the at least one control dimension and the arrangement.

As per claim 40, Maclnnes disclosed the method of claim 29, further comprising

generating a drawing of the architectural feature from the unit.

As per claim 41 , Maclnnes disclosed the method of claim 29, further comprising

constructing the architectural feature in accordance with the arrangement.

As per claim 42, Maclnnes anticipated a computer program product for designing

an architectural feature, the computer program product embodied on a tangible

computer readable medium, the computer program product comprising:

computer code for selecting a unit from a plurality of units, wherein the unit at

least corresponds to an architectural feature, and wherein the unit comprises an

arrangement of a plurality of parts ([0015]);

at least one parametric equation defining at least one physical dimension of the

arrangement, the physical dimension comprising a measurement of the arrangement;

and at least one control dimension comprising a measurement of the arrangement, the
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at least one control dimension comprising an input of the at least one parametric

equation; computer code for inputting a value of the at least one control dimension; and

computer code for, in response to inputting the value of the at least one control

dimension, parametrically calculating, using the at least one parametric equation, the at

least one physical dimension of the arrangement ([0057], [0092]-[0095], [0120], and

Table 18). .

As per claim 43, the computer program product of claim 42, further comprising

computer code for selecting a primary view of the unit from a plurality of primary views,

wherein the primary view determines an overall shape of the arrangement of the

plurality of the parts.

As per claim 44, the computer program product of Claim 42, further comprising

computer code for adding an additional feature to the unit.

As per claim 45, the computer program product of Claim 42, further comprising

computer code for selecting a profile of a plurality of profiles for a part of the plurality of

parts, wherein the profile determines at least a two-dimensional view of the part.

As per claim 46, the computer program product of Claim 45, wherein the

arrangement determines at least a two-dimensional view of the unit with a spatial

dimension different from the two dimensions in the two-dimensional view determined by

the profile.

As per claim 47, the computer program product of Claim 45, further comprising

computer code for selecting an offset for the part, the offset comprising an amount of

translation of the part from a default backing position.

As per claim 49, Maclnnes disclosed the computer program product of wherein
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the arrangement determines a relative size of at least two parts of the plurality of parts.

As per claim 50, Maclnnes disclosed the computer program product, wherein the

arrangement determines a relative position within the arrangement of at least two parts

of the plurality of parts.

As per claim 51 , the method of claim 42, wherein the arrangement determines at

least a two- dimensional view of the unit.

As per claim 52, the method of claim 51 , further comprising:

graphically displaying the two-dimensional view of the unit;

graphically displaying a relationship between the at least one control dimension

and the at least one physical dimension; and graphically displaying a relationship

between the at least one control dimension and the arrangement.

As per claim 53, the computer program product of claim 42, further comprising

computer code for generating a drawing of the architectural feature from the unit.

Allowable Subject Matter

Claims 1-28 are allowed.

Claims 35 and 48 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base

claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the

limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The claims are directed to a

method and computer program codes for determining the selected offset exceeds an

error point, the error point comprising an indication of when an offset causes a feature

of the profile to be disturbed or destroyed; and computer code for, if the selected offset

exceeds the error point, generating a notification that the selected offset exceeds the

error point.
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Conclusion

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the

examiner should be directed to Thai Phan whose telephone number is 571-272-3783.

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday.

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's

supervisor, Kamini Shah can be reached on 571-272-2279. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

December 18, 2009

/Thai Phan/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2128


